
NORDIS – NORdic observatory for digital media and information
DISorders

Activities of the
NORDIS hub – First
Year
Date: 31-08-2022

Final version

1



Action No: 2020-EU-IA-0189

Project Acronym:
NORDIS

Project title: NORdic observatory for digital media
and information DISorders

Start date of the project: 01/09/2021

Duration of the project: 24

Project website address: https://datalab.au.dk/nordis

Authors of the deliverable Mathias Holm Tveen, DATALAB, Aarhus
University
Petra de Place BAk, DATALAB, Aarhus
University
NORDIS Consortium

Activity number Activity 1

Task Task 1.1 & 1.2

Reviewers: Minna Aslama Horowitz & Laurence Dierickx

Funding:
The research was funded by EU CEF grant number 2394203.

2



1.0 Executive Summary

This report will present the most noteworthy activities initiated by NORDIS - Nordic

Observatory for Digital Media and Information Disorder including the collaboration with the

EDMO network. This is one of two yearly reports produced to account for the activities of the

first year of NORDIS. The other report will focus more on the support provided to national

authorities by NORDIS.
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2.0 Introduction

1. September 2022 marks the successful implementation of the first half of the initial

two-year project period of the Nordic Observatory for Digital Media and Information Disorder

– NORDIS for short. From the start, NORDIS has set out to be a consortium that creates

synergies across countries and sectors (academics and journalists/fact-checkers/educators)

both in terms of developing further approaches/methods for fact-checking, transparency

thereof and sustainable business models. Bridging between all 4 Nordic countries allows for

consolidating a strong Nordic fact-checking network that is resilient to outside attacks with

the best possible structural grounds in the world (allowing for best practice example). It also

allows for academic cross-country analysis of mis- and disinformation that will resonate at

the international level due to the special status of the Nordic Welfare State and associated

ideals. In this report, the consortium will present its activities throughout this first year, both

presenting the activities implemented by NORDIS itself as well as the collaborations with the

EDMO network.

Throughout the report, a myriad of different types of activities will be presented. These

include internal milestones, public dissemination, stakeholder engagement, research,

fact-checking, and information literacy activities as well as a description of internal

collaborations between research, fact-checking, and MIL partners. In the first half of the

report, we will present the general activities of the NORDIS Hub, while the other half of the

report will focus specifically on the activities implemented in collaboration with the EDMO

network.

Outside of the activities below, several coordination activities were implemented to help the

collaborations between the partners. These activities include, but are not limited to, a

consortium agreement signed by all partners, a research data management plan that will be

updated throughout the project period, biweekly meetings, and a review plan and structure

for NORDIS output.
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3.0 Key accomplishments during the first year of NORDIS

In this main section of the report, we will present all of the key activities conducted by the

partners throughout the first year of NORDIS. This presentation will include dissemination

activities in the form of events attended and organized, presentations made, a short

overview of the reports delivered, published academic papers, number of fact-checks and

media, information, and digital literacy activities that have been developed and launched by

the partners. Along with this, we will present the collaborations between fact-checkers and

researchers to illustrate the strength of an interdisciplinary collaboration like NORDIS.

Following these sections of the more general activities of NORDIS, we will conclude the

report by presenting the collaborations with the EDMO central hub and with the other

regional EDMO Hubs.

3.1 Dissemination:
Dissemination activities include events attended or organized, and presentations made by

consortium members. During the first year of NORDIS, the partners have been active in

raising issues related to digital disinformation and fact-checking, as well as in the

dissemination of the research and fact-checking activities in NORDIS at conferences and

roundtable debates.

3.1.1 Events Attended

Nordic Democracy Day 2021

On the Nordic Democracy Day 2021, NORDIS presented the plans of the consortium and

the first steps to a high-level audience. At the event, NORDIS was awarded the Chydenius

Medal for Transparency, a highly recognized initiative prize for carrying a major Nordic

transparency and accountability legacy.

For more information visit:

https://www.chydenius.net/en/news/chydenius-medal-for-the-nordic-democracy-network-edm

o-nordis-defending-democracy
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Achieving more transparency in EU policy-making – The potential of AI (Conference)

In June 2022 NORDIS attended the hybrid conference: “Achieving more transparency in EU

policy-making – The potential of AI”, organized by Euractiv. The topic of the conference was

the potential of Artificial Intelligence (AI) as a prominent tool that could help strengthen

democracies if properly implemented and regulated. By using data-based scrutiny, AI could

help achieve more transparency in the EU, preventing disinformation as well as ensuring

better access to quality information for citizens. Among other topics, it was debated how to

make sure that citizens have access to quality, trustworthy information, how EU policy

stakeholders can encourage national and international media to inform citizens about EU

policies, and the opportunities offered by AI to achieve these goals.

The recording of the event is available on this website:

https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/achieving-more-transparency-in-eu-policymaking-the-p

otential-of-ai.

3.1.2 Events Organized

NORDIS opening event on International Democracy Day

In September 2021 NORDIS was launched at an online event with the participation of

members of the consortium and invited keynote speakers. At the event, the NORDIS hub

presented how it aims to create a model for tackling information disorders in digital media

that are adapted to the specific circumstances and challenges of the Nordic welfare states.

The recording of the launch can be found here:

https://copenhagenstreaming.com/45675945/nordis

Is the democratic dialogue under pressure?

TjekDet organized the conference ‘Is the democratic dialogue under pressure’ that was held

on 15. November 2021 in Copenhagen. Two – at that time – new studies on conspiracy

theories in Denmark and other European countries were presented by researchers at

Roskilde University and the University of Southern Denmark. A panel debate discussed how

to ensure a constructive, democratic dialogue in a time that is characterized by
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misinformation. During the event, a presentation specifically about NORDIS was made to the

present stakeholders.

More information and the agenda can be found here:

https://www.tjekdet.dk/tilmeld

Faktabaari Forum: Towards digital information literacy in post 24/2 Nordics

This debate forum is dedicated to the discussion of how to develop digital information

literacy in the Nordics and support a fact-based public debate. This year the focus was on

information disorders connected to the Russian war in Ukraine that have emphasized the

need for media literacy initiatives and fact-checking. Dr. Claire Wardle, an expert in

misinformation and Chair of EDMO Ukrainian Task Force, participated in the debate. The

forum was held as a hybrid event allowing for both on- and offline participation.

More info on Faktabaari Forum

https://faktabaari.fi/tapahtumat/claire-wardle-massive-problems-are-tackled-with-a-minimal-b

udget/

NORDIS Virtual and Physical Meetings

Throughout the first year of NORDIS there were some obvious limitations to the possibilities

of meeting as a consortium given the Covid-19 pandemic. Three different dates were agreed

upon for a physical meeting – one of which was pushed to a later date, another one was

conducted as a single-day online seminar, and the third succeeded in finally gathering the

NORDIS consortium in Aarhus on 21 April 2022. During this meeting, both researchers,

fact-checkers, and MIL experts presented their ongoing work and the partners participated in

different exercises to benefit from the ongoing collaborations and find new synergies

between the partners.

Global Fact-Conference in Oslo

The NORDIS partner Faktisk co-organized and co-hosted the annual Global Fact

Conference in Oslo, the world’s largest fact-checking conference. At Global Fact, Faktisk
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hosted and organized a roundtable on which fact-checking tools, user needs, and the

relationship between researchers and fact-checkers were discussed. Based on the

roundtable, the partners committed to creating a database of available tools and

systematically testing them.

NORDIS Oslo Meet-Up

The NORDIS partners met up in Oslo to discuss the provisional results achieved in NORDIS

and to coordinate future steps. The meet-up included a roundtable with representatives from

TikTok and Meta. Faktisk organized and hosted both the meet-up and the roundtable.

Media Platforms and Small Nations Conference

Representatives from NORDIS attended the conference “Media Platforms and Small Nations

Conference” which is part of the EuromediApp-project “European media and platform policy”.

The program focused both on academic research on the theme, and on discussing the issue

both on an international panel and a stakeholder roundtable. The NORDIS partners at

Helsinki University organized and hosted the conference. The keynote speakers, Steven

Livingston (George Washington University, School of Media and Public Affairs), Terry Flew

(University of Sydney), Anja Bechmann (Aarhus University), Marko Milosavljevic (University

of Ljubljana), and Natali Helberger (University of Amsterdam), are presented on the following

website:

https://www2.helsinki.fi/en/conferences/media-platformisation-and-small-nations/keynote-spe

akers

The conference led to a policy brief titled ”Media Platformisation and Finland: How platforms

have impacted the Finnish mediasphere and public life” (eds. Esa Sirkkunen et al., 2021).

Policy Roundtable on Adult Media Literacy

The aim of this adult digital media literacy roundtable (February 15, 2022) was gather

various key stakeholders to discuss the digital media literacy competencies of adults and to

discuss potential cooperations between different experts groups and how to find a common
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direction for future initiatives. This roundtable was organized as a collaboration between

NORDIS, CORDI and Kriittinen korkeakoulu by Helsinki University and Faktabaari.

More information (in Finnish) can be found here:

https://www2.helsinki.fi/sites/default/files/atoms/files/aikuisten_digitaalinen_medialukutaito_-

muistio.pdf

3.1.3 Presentations Made

The State of the Art of Fact-Checking Tools (Global Fact-Conference)

At the Global Fact-Conference, NORDIS presented an overview of existing AI systems,

tools, and assistants for the verification of facts and content. Further, the presentation

touched upon important aspects of singular reliance on technological solutions, and the

growing distrust in tech.

Automated fact-checking to support Professional Practices Systematic Review and

Meta-analysis (Global Fact-Conference)

At the Global Fact-Conference, NORDIS also presented a systematic literature review

focused on the field of automated fact-checking and its progress in the last five years. The

review aimed at identifying which scientific fields are mobilized, to what extent research on

automated fact-checking relates explicitly to newsrooms or journalism practices, and, finally,

to what extent (and how) end-users are considered.

Panel: Findings from ongoing and finished research projects. What are the future research

needs?

During the Global Fact Conference, Anja Bechmann, NORDIS PI, was a part of a panel on

findings from ongoing and finished research. Here she presented the NORDIS project as

well as results from two papers published on NORDIS research.

MIL: multidimensionality of trust and young news audiences
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During the Global Fact Conference, NORDIS researcher from the University in Helsinki,

Minna Horowitz did a presentation on the Multidimensionality of trust and young news

audiences.

Fact-Checking the Russian/Ukrainian war (Augmented Journalism-workshop)

NORDIS has directed its attention toward the most urgent current case of misinformation,

namely, the information war between Russia and Ukraine. At the Augmented

Journalism-workshop in Bergen, NORDIS presented its preliminary findings on the

difficulties related to fact-checking the war. These findings derive from a pilot study based on

seven interviews with professional journalists and fact-checkers.

EDMO Annual Event

The NORDIS consortium presented at various panels streamed during the EDMO Annual

events. In the panels NORDIS partners contributed to the discussion on media and

information literacy and research.

More information about the event is available here:

https://edmo.eu/event/edmo-2022-annual-conference/

Presentation at DMJX

TjekDet hosted a presentation at the Danish School of Media and Journalism (DMJX) about

mis- and disinformation including presenting fact-checking tools (OSINT) to the

journalists-to-be.

Meet the fact-checkers

Prior to the Danish election on the EU opt-out, NORDIS fact-checkers from TjekDet tested

the concept "Meet the fact-checkers". Two journalists were present at the library in Herning

where the visitors had the opportunity to ask questions, get tips and knowledge about

fact-checking and test their sense of source criticism, and listen to a talk on mis- and

disinformation.
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3.2 Research:
The research activities in NORDIS contribute to better mapping of the Nordic countries in

academia. During the first year, NORDIS research partners have managed to publish

important work on fake news detection, topic classification, and the influence of platforms.

These reports, articles, and policy briefs further our understanding of and ability to address

digital disinformation, with a particular focus on the Nordic countries. Finally, the section

describes the collaboration between academic researchers and fact-checkers in NORDIS.

The following research is either published or in the process of being so:

3.2.1 Reports Delivered

Report on the user needs of fact-checkers

This report aims at deriving and prioritizing the user needs of the fact-checkers participating

in the NORDIS project. The NORDIS researchers at the University in Bergen analyzed

innovation challenges in fact-checking and, together with fact-checkers, developed their

understanding of work processes and the current state-of-the-art technology with regard to

the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools in newsrooms. The report guides the design and

development work of the project.

The report is available following this link:

https://datalab.au.dk/fileadmin/Datalab/NORDIS_reports/Report_task_4.2_Fact-checkers_us

er_needs.pdf

State of the art in fact-checking technology

The purpose of this report is to summarize the state of the art in fact-checking technology in

Europe and the United States. The NORDIS researchers at Bergen University aim to build a

knowledge foundation to inform and guide coming work in the NORDIS project. The report

contains an exploration of how fact-checking practices are augmented with different

technical tools and an overview of available or emerging technology. The report ends with a

brief analysis of gaps in the available technology concerning working processes and

opportunities for development.
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The report is available following this link:

https://datalab.au.dk/fileadmin/Datalab/NORDIS_reports/Report_task_4.1_The_State_of_Art

_of_Fact-Checking_Tools.pdf

Policy approaches to information disorder in the digital welfare state

This progress report presents ongoing work conducted as part of NORDIS Activity 3:

POLICY & INFORMATION LITERACY by Helsinki University. In this report, the most

interesting findings from the research on policy approaches to information disorder in the

Nordics are presented. The countries studied in this report, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and

Finland, are performing very well in many statistical reports on media and democracy.

Recent quantitative international studies on the subject of resilience to disinformation have

been published by Humprecht et al. (2020, 2021). This prompts a closer qualitative study of

the Nordic fact-checkers and their work. This report present findings from the interviews with

the four NORDIS fact-checking organisations: Faktisk.no (NO), Tjekdet (DK), Källkritikbyrån

(SE) and Faktabaari (FI).

Access the full report here:

https://datalab.au.dk/fileadmin/Datalab/NORDIS_reports/Report_task_3.1_-_Policy_approac

hes_to_information_disorder_in_the_digital_welfare_state.pdf

A method for auditing fact-checking tools and databases

This report outlines the results of the paper “Digital Infrastructures of COVID-19

Misinformation: A New Conceptual and Analytical Perspective on Fact-Checking” (Nissen, I.

A., Walter, J. G., Charquero-Ballester, M., & Bechmann, A., 2022). The article is published

open access.

The report is available following this link:

https://datalab.au.dk/fileadmin/Datalab/NORDIS_reports/Report_task_1.1_-_A_method_for_

auditing_fact-checking_tools_and_databases.pdf

Digital Information Literacy (DIL) Guide for citizens in the digital age
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In August 2022 the Finnish NORDIS partners, led by Faktabaari, finalized a comprehensive

guide (or toolkit) for DIL in the digital age. This guide includes 15 texts from 10 Finnish

experts introducing a variety of different frameworks relevant to information literacy

knowledge, skills, and attitudes. The guide also includes a Theory of Change evaluation tool

developed by the NORDIS researchers at the University of Helsinki as an annex. The guide

will first be presented internally in NORDIS on 29. August, and thereafter on 15. September

to a group of Finnish education experts with the Finnish Innovation Fund, Sitra. The guide is

fully compatible with 2022 EU-level DigComp 2.2 policy framework for lifelong learning with

several authors contributing both to guide and DigComp.

Upcoming reports

Along with the reports presented above, 3 additional NORDIS reports will be published on

the 31. August. These reports are Opportunities and challenges of public service media

organizations in countering information disorder (Helsinki University), Predicting

COVID-19-related collective anxiety on social media (Aarhus University), and Detection

methods: A description of the algorithms used to identify problematic content and behaviors

(Uppsala University).

3.2.2 Articles and Policy Briefs – Published and Upcoming

Awakened at CheckThat! 2022: Fake News Detection using BiLSTM and Sentence

Transformer

This article aims at satisfying the need for better technologies to stop the harmful effect of

fake news. The authors developed two Bidirectional Long Short-Term Memory architectures

with sentence transformers used to solve two tasks: (1) a multi-class mono-lingual fake news

detection task; and (2) a multi-class cross-lingual fake news detection task. The article

explores the potential of making multi-lingual detection which is highly relevant in the context

of the Nordics, as the majority of existing fact-checking tools are optimized for English. The

article is to appear, as it is not yet published.

MisRoBÆRTa: Transformers versus Misinformation

13



In this article, Truică, Ciprian-Octavian and Apostol, Elena Simona (2022) improve existing

fake news detectors by both using larger test datasets and focusing on multiclass

classification, as opposed to the binary distinction between misinformation and valid

information. The result is a novel transformer-based deep neural ensemble architecture for

misinformation detection.

The article was published in the academic journal Mathematics, and available following this

link: https://www.mdpi.com/2227-7390/10/4/569.

Robustness and sensitivity of network-based topic detection

Experimental evaluation of the effect of different parameters on the result of network-based

topic detection, to be applied to our pilot study.

Media Platformisation and Finland: How platforms have impacted the Finnish media sphere

and public life

This policy brief gives an overview of related challenges as well as empirical accounts of the

role of platformization in different aspects of the Finnish media landscape that highlight

policy challenges related to platformization. Finally, it offers 13 policy recommendations for

policymakers and other stakeholders.

The policy brief is publically available here:

https://trepo.tuni.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/134781/978-952-03-2110-9.pdf?sequence=2&isAl

lowed=y

Assessing Information Disorder in the Digital Media Welfare State: A Rights-Based

Approach

This policy brief offers an overview of the Nordic digital media welfare states by combining

secondary statistical data; 32 original expert interviews with fact-checkers, media literacy

experts, and policymakers; and an exploratory policy roundtable discussion. Hereby, the

brief provides a baseline overview of the national contexts in the countries participating in
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NORDIS (Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden) and a framework for further research on

policy and literacy analyses.

The brief is available at:

https://datalab.au.dk/fileadmin/Datalab/News_-_pdfs/NORDIS_Policy_Brief_Assesing_Infor

mation_Disorder.pdf

Different types of COVID-19 misinformation have different emotional valence on Twitter

In this article, Charquero-Ballester, M., Walter, J. G., Nissen, I. A., & Bechmann, A. (2021)

investigate whether the emotional valence of COVID-19-related misinformation depends on

the type of misinformation, i.e., whether the information addressed cures, virus, vaccine,

politics, conspiracies or other. While misinformation, in general, did not lean toward a certain

emotional valence, “virus” and “conspiracy” contained more negative valence than the other

categories. Findings indicate that it is fruitful to filter misinformation based and that

misinformation related to viruses and conspiracy may be most strategic to address.

The article can be accessed via this link:

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20539517211041279

Digital Infrastructures of COVID-19 Misinformation: A New Conceptual and Analytical

Perspective on Fact-Checking

In this article Nissen, I. A., Walter, J. G., Charquero-Ballester, M., & Bechmann, A. (2022)

conceptualizes fact-checking as infrastructure and constructs a mixed-methods approach to

examine overlaps and differences and thereby detect biases to increase transparency in

COVID-19 misinformation infrastructure at scale. Analyzing Poynter and Google as such

overarching infrastructures, we found only a small overlap. Fewer fact-checkers contribute to

Google, with fewer stories than to Poynter. 75% of claims in Google are fact-checked by

Asian and North American fact-checkers (44% for Poynter) but none by South Americans

(20% for Poynter). More stories in Poynter originate from Facebook than outside social

media (43% vs. 17%), while Google shows the opposite (16% vs. 38%). In Google, claims

originate to a larger extent from public persons. We find similar large topics on “statistics”
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and “cures,” but also differences regarding smaller topics (e.g., “vaccines”) and types of

misinformation (e.g., “virus characteristics”). Thus, the article shows that the infrastructures

have inherent biases and argue that making visible such biases will increase transparency

for stakeholders using it.

The article can be accessed via this link:

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21670811.2022.2026795

Assessing Media Platformization in Small Nations. Journal of Creative Industries and

Cultural Studies.

In this paper partly based on the NORDIS Policy Brief, Horowitz, M., Nieminen, H. and

Sirkkunen, E. outline a rights-based assessment model of the impact of platformization in

small countries.

Find the paper here: https://doi.org/10.56140/JOCIS

Information Disorder and the Nordic Media Welfare State

This is a forthcoming paper by Horowitz, M. and Nieminen, H. analyses information

disorders in the context of the Nordic Media Welfare State. This paper will be published In

Jacobsson, P. et al (eds.). The Future of the Nordic Media Model: A Digital Media Welfare

State? NORDICOM.

3.3 Ongoing competence-sharing between fact-checkers and

researchers
Analysis of misinformation about the Russian/Ukrainian war in the Nordics (pilot study)

NORDIS has initiated the development of a system for the automated collection and analysis

of data from Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube based on keywords provided by fact-checkers

(first iteration) and Faktisk (second iteration). This work is crucial as the academic inquiry

into misinformation in the wake of the war requires a suitable archive of data. The pilot study

is described in the forthcoming deliverable 5. As of now the code for data collection is stored

in a private GitHub repository that will be made public at the end of the pilot study.
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Baseline of fact-checks

The NORDIS fact-checkers have provided the research partners with a list of existing

fact-checks to use as a baseline in NORDIS research.

Interviews with fact-checkers

In the reports, Policy approaches to information disorder in the digital welfare state (Helsinki

University) and Report on the user needs of fact-checkers (University in Bergen) extensive

interviews were conducted with the NORDIS fact-checkers to better understand respectively

1) the role of fact-checkers in the wider network of stakeholders in the digital welfare state

and the potential policy solution that can be derived from this, and 2) the daily practices, use

of tools and user needs of the fact-checkers.

Auditing of fact-checking tools and European fact-checking standard

As previously described, the purpose of this report, and the following published academic

paper, was to conceptualize fact-checking as overarching digital infrastructures by

comparing two fact-check databases. The aim of the study was to examine the overlaps and

differences in the two platforms to get a better understanding of the amount of

standardization both internally in each databases but also between the databases. It will be

possible for researchers to do similar studies on similar data using the method developed in

this report and paper. The comparison will also advance transparency of fact-checking

infrastructures and thereby enhance trust in fact-checking. The last of these purposes is very

much in line with the work done by the Danish NORDIS fact-checker, TjekDet, in The

European Fact-Checking Standards Network Project (EFCSN). The EFCSN is an effort to

bring together fact-checking and open-source intelligence (OSINT) to define the standards of

independence, transparency and methodological and journalistic quality.

3.4 Number of fact-checks and campaigns
In the first year of NORDIS, our fact-checking partners have made 338 fact-checks, which is

more than halfway to the indicative number of 525 fact-checks throughout the first two years

of NORDIS that was estimated at the beginning of the initial project period. Currently, a big
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focus in the fact-checkers’ work is disinformation related to the topic of the

Russian/Ukrainian war.

Additionally, the consortium and its members made 47 NORDIS-relevant media

appearances in Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Sweden. The full list of media appearances

can be found on the NORDIS website . Below are a few examples of communication1

activities and campaigns.

Launching a Danish version of the game ‘Bad News’

Bad News is an interactive online game that aims to teach young people how to spot

disinformation on social media and learn how it is being spread by learning which techniques

and methods spreaders of disinformation use.

To play the game, click below (in Danish)

https://www.tjekdet.dk/badnews

Libraries' Fake News Toolbox

TjekDet was the sounding board for the project ‘Libraries' Fake News Toolbox’ that was led

by ‘Biblioteksvagten’. The aim was to devise tools and teaching resources for the general

population. The materials provide the capability to tackle and reveal mis- and disinformation

– especially during local, regional and national elections Centralbibliotek, Herningnyt

Misinformation and fact-checking In collaboration with Google, TjekDet arranged three

events on misinformation and fact-checking in April 2022 by visiting upper secondary

schools in Aarhus, Sønderborg, and Roskilde. TjekDet was responsible for a presentation on

how to spot mis- and disinformation. These presentations were covered on 3 television news

outlets.

24 Questions to the Professor (Danish podcast)

In the episode “Punkterede bobler” (Punctuated bubbles) of the Danish podcast “24

Spørgsmål til Professoren” (24 questions for the Professor), Anja Bechmann, professor at

1 https://datalab.au.dk/nordis
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Aarhus University, is interviewed on filter bubbles, fake news, polarization, and fact-checking

on Danish social media.

The episode is available (in Danish):

https://www.weekendavisen.dk/2022-9/24spoergsmaal/punkterede-bobler
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4.0 Action performed to collaborate with EDMO Hubs
Whereas the first part of this report focused on the general activities of the NORDIS Hub,

this second half will focus on the collaboration with the EDMO community and what NORDIS

has done to further the collaboration. These activities include attendance and presentation at

all EDMO Hub Meetings, attendance in various EDMO workshops, and providing input for

both the Monthly EDMO fact-checking reports and the EDMO Scientific Repository, while

also pursuing more bilateral modes of collaboration.

4.1 Integration with the EDMO Infrastructure
Scientific repository and researcher survey

The NORDIS researchers have provided information to the EDMO Scientific Repository

through a call received by the EDMO core group. This call had different criteria for the

academic material that would eligible to be included in the repository such as including

specific keywords linking the papers to the specific field of information disorder and the EU

and EEA countries.

The NORDIS researchers also provided input to the research survey that was conducted in

the spring of 2022, which was used to do a mapping of research activities studying

disinformation in former and current EU and EEA countries as well as activities located

outside of EU and EEA countries studying disinformation in Europe. In the survey, the

researchers were, furthermore, asked to provide some information about their preferences

for the EDMO network and how to benefit from all the synergies that exist in the network.

Finally, the NORDIS researchers have provided input to the EDMO Technology Overview,

which is an overview of technologies developed within the EDMO hubs.

Contributions to EDMO Investigations and monthly reports

The NORDIS fact-checkers also regularly provide input to the EDMO network both in the form of

input to EDMO investigations and the monthly EDMO fact-checking briefs . The investigations2 3

3 https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-briefs/
2 https://edmo.eu/category/investigations/
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provide in-depth analyses of ongoing disinformation campaigns, where the fact-checkers provide

input when a given topic has been identified by the fact-checker. The EDMO fact-checking briefs

provide a monthly overview of the work done by the EDMO fact-checkers and highlight four false

stories with the widest circulation in the EU.

Furthermore, three of the four NORDIS fact-checkers have provided RSS Feeds to the technical

EDMO partner, ATC, to be incorporated directly into the EDMO Truly Media Platform to show an

archive of fact-checks. The fourth NORDIS fact-checker is currently investigating the possibility

of having an RSS feed set up.

NORDIS fact-checkers joined the EDMO fact-checking community

All four fact-checking organizations in the NORDIS consortium have joined the EDMO

fact-checking community and gained access to the EDMO Truly Media Platform. The

community aims at enforcing the collaboration between fact-checkers to better understand

and address cross-national disinformation. The relevance of the community is emphasized

by the ongoing information war between Russia and Ukraine. Furthermore, select research

partners also have access to the Truly Media platform to better organize and coordinate with

other EDMO Hubs.

See the full list of fact-checking organizations here:

https://edmo.eu/fact-checking-community/

4.2 EDMO Workshops
The NORDIS partners have taken part in a series of workshops organized by EDMO. The

following is a list of the workshop where one or several partners attended:

- Workshop on EDMO policy research and analysis – 14. February

- EDMO Hubs & Fake News Detection – 23. February, 2022

- Workshop with the EDMO Hubs on Media and Information Literacy – 1. March, 2022

- Knowledge Exchange Workshop on EDMO Hubs Technology – 3. March, 2022

- Monitoring the state of regulating disinformation online – 16. May, 2022

- Hubs Meeting: Content on Website – 1. June 2022
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4.3 EDMO and EDMO Hub Events
NORDIS has been represented at both of the EDMO hubs meetings that have been held
since the launch of NORDIS. At both of these meetings, NORDIS presented their ongoing
work and newest results to get feedback from the EDMO community. During the latest
meeting in Florence, NORDIS representatives workshopped the results from the report “A
method for auditing fact-checking tools and databases”.

Two representatives from NORDIS – a fact-checker and a MIL expert – also attended the
EDMO International Fact-Checking Conference in April 2022. Both partners took part in
panels, one centered around local activities, regulation at member states level, and
censorship issues, and the other around MIL.

NORDIS was also represented at an EDMO BE/LUX networking event in Brussels in March
as well as at the EDMO Annual Conference

4.4 Bilateral collaborations
Concurrently with the more formal collaborations with the EDMO network, the NORDIS
partners have also taken part in more bilateral collaborations with the EDMO network. These
collaborations include partners of other hubs being in the NORDIS Advisory Board, meetings
with partners from other hubs, and having a partner from the BE/LUX Advisory Board attend
the Physical NORDIS meeting in April, and having him subsequently present on a biweekly
monday meeting.

To kickstart the collaborations with the other hubs, NORDIS made an overview of the
partners and their work, expertises and research fields and shared it with the other EDMO
hubs. The goal was to gather similar overviews from the other hubs to have an overview of
what was done by the different partners and the potential synergies between the hubs.
Overviews were received by two of the other hubs.
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